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at first, but when the trade between India and Central Asia 
bas been fully developed, che revenue of the province will 
greatly exceed the cost of administration. When the Russians 
are extending their territory in Central Asia, it would be 
unwise for us to retire from Kandahar, which would be a 
signal for the outbreak of internecine quarrels. in A fgha n- 
istan. mr near 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 6th January’ states ‘that ibis diffs 
cult to realize why some men urge 
tm abandonment. of Kandahar. A 
description of the province which has been published reeently 
by General Biddulph shows how useful the permanent posbes- 
sion of the province would be. It is a very fertile province 
and supplies and fruit are plentiful there. All the important 
places in Afyhanistan are accessible from there. There is 
no other so important a strategic place between India and 
Central Asia as Kandahar. The Kandahar garrison could 
guard all the principal routes to India. We should establish 
an outpost at Atakrin, which is situated at 25 miles to the west 
of Kandahar. The retention of the province would secure 
our frontier and would not be disadvantageous in any way. 


The Saftr-i-Hind (Amritsar) of the Ist January publishes 
The Afghan war and à review of the events of 1880. In 
the Eicense-tax. regard to the Afghan war, the writer 
remarks that the declaration of war against. Afghanistan was 
a great mistake on the part of the Government. Russia 
bears ill will against the British power and is always 
anxious to injure it, She did not like, however, to declare 
war openly as she has not yet recovered from the effects of 
the late Russo-Turkish war. She therefore attempted by 
the despatch of an embassy to Kabul to excite a war 
between England and Afghanistan. The Government 
fell a dupe to her intrigues and declared war against 
the late Amir Sher Ali. If Lord Beaconsfield and Lord 
Lytton had adhered to the conciliation policy of General 


The same. 


(3) 


Sir Herbert Edwardes and Lord Lawrence, the war would: 
have been avoidéd. Their policy was undoubtedly the best. 
Our relations ‘with Afghanistan were on a very satisfactory: 

footing in their time. Both Sher Ali Khan and his predecessor, 
Ghulam ‘Haidar Khan, paid visrts to British officers in the 

Panjab. The only result of the immetise sacrifices which the 
war has involved has been that Abdul ‘Rahman Khan, who is 

a friend of Russia, has succeeded to the throne of Kabul. 


n regard to the license-tax the writer ‘remarks that 
Lord pr tah abolished the odious income-tax. But the 
tax was unwisely revived by Lord Lytton. It is collected 
with such severity that it reminds us of the oppressions of the 
former native rule. Moreover, its proceeds have been appro- 
priated for the payment of the cost of the Afghan war, which 
was undertaken by Government without necessity. When 
the late Amir Sher Ali refused to receive the mission which 
we unwisely tried to force apon him at the time of the death 
of his son, we should have shown sympathy with him and 
endeavoured to win his goodwill, Even if we admit for argu- 
ment’s sake that his refusal was a slight to Government, it was 
a slight to-England rather than to India, and consequently 
the cost of the war which was undertaken to avenge it shouid 
be paid by the former and not by the latter: We hope that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Gladstone and Lord Ripon will not only abolish 


the license-tax, but also refund the money which has already 
been realized from the tax-payers. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Oudh Akhbér of the 3rd January publishes a long Cireulation, 
. communicated article, in which the 88 
Waben nd scence writer, referring to the oontroverey that 


is going on between the Anjuman-i~ 
Panjab and the Aligarh Gasette about the Oriental and Euro- 


pean systems of education, strongly: protests against the 


adoption of an exclusive Huropean system, on — thes 
the masses cannot be reached except through 
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and that an exclusive English education excites high aspira- 
tions and hopes in the minds of the natives which cannot 
always be gratified. The.educated natives hate native cus- 
toms and manners and find no pleasure in the society of their 
less favoured countrymen. If they cannot afford to live in 
the more costly European style, they are grieved, The wri- 
ter is of opinion that the natives should not be given an ex- 
clusive English education, but that they should be instructed | 
both in English and Oriental literature. | 


The Natrang-i-Mazdmin (Muttra) of the 3lst December 
publishes an article communicated by 
8 * n Kidarnath, a native of Muttra. 
aitending the Sessions at The writer states that he was sum- 


Muttra. moned to attend the Sessions held 
by the A Judge of Agra at that place on the 17th 


February, 1880, at 9 4. M., as an assessor, As he was suffer- 


ing from an attack of hn and it rained heavily in the 
morning and the Court was situated about two miles from the 
town, he was three or four minutes late according to the 
Judge’s watch, which was fast. The Judge, who lived in the 
same house in which he held the Sessions, was in ill-humour 
at the time, xs he had been sitting in Court since 8 A. M. that 
day, and fined him Rs. 50 for having been late. Two other 
assessors who were late were also fined Rs. 50. The writer 
prays that Government may take his case into consideration, 
He could not appeal to the High Court against the fine 
owing to his illness. 


The same paper, referring to the question of the banish- 
The banishment of mon. ment of monkeys from Muttra, which 
keys from Muttra. is at present under the consideration 
of the municipal committee of that place, suggests the two 
following schemes for freeing the town of those brutes :— 


Firat. — All the monkeys should be caught, and the males 
and females should be shut up in separate large houses speci- 
ally constructed for the purpose, A portion of the cost of. 


8) 


their support should be contributed by the municipal com— 
mittee and a portion realized from the people. 


Sec ndly.—The monkeys should be caught and taken in 
iron cages by railroad to the Hardwar forest, where they should 
be released. The number of monkeys in Mattra may be esti- 
mated at 10,000. In that case the entire cost of catching 
them and conveying them by railroad to Hardwar will be 
Rs. 15,000 at the outside. The weiter then states that- 
Rs. 3, 000 should be contributed by the municipal co:nmittee, 


and points out how the rest of the cost should be realized 
from the people. 


The Dabdaba-i- Qaisri (Bareilly) of the Lst oe anuary com- Circulation, — 
_ plains that the writing of muharrirs a 
The illegibility of the „ eelio al Soe Raa 
writing of mubarrirs in in courts is generally illegible, and 


0 urges that the officers should insist 
upon their writing a better hand. 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandri (Rampur) of the 3rd J anuary Circulation, 
The abolition of the Press states that the Press Commissioner’s 09 copies. 


Commissioner's office. office is very useful to the press, the 


public, and the Government. The office supplies official naws 
to the press and checks the spread of false rumours. Only 
the other day a telegram was received from Reuter’s agent at 
London that His Excellency the Viceroy had tendered his 
resignation, but this false rumour was at once contradicted by 
the Press Commissioner. In these circumstances, to our think- 
ing, the Press Commissioner's office should not be abolished. 


The Sajjankirti Sudhdkar (Udaipur) « of the 27th Decem- Circulation, 
Th prohibition of the oor tg es 550 5 aks —— 
mnging of states it appears from the Bombay 
— es 2 Gazette that the Collector of Sarat 

has issued the following orders :— 
First, the Hindu women should not beat their breasts 


with their hands in streets and thoroughfares, as they do at 
the time of the deaths of their relatives. 
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' Secondly, they should not sing indecent songs in streets 
as they do on occasions of marriages in their families. 


' Thirdly, no carriage-driver should prick animals with a goad. 


The editor remarks that all other district officers should 
issue similar orders in their districts. 


A correspondent of the Mihir-i-Mimroe of the 31st Decem- 


ber, writing from Moradabad, com- 
Delay in the registry of 


anaueia plains that as registry work is done 


by tahsildars in addition to their own 
duties, there is generally great delay on their part in the re-. 
gistry of documents at some places, such as at Moradabad, 
&. Their own duties are multifarious and laborious and 
leave them little time to attend to registry work. Moreover, 
they have sometimes to go on tour, and during their absence 
from the tahsil all their work devolves upon the naib-tahsildars. 
In order to remove the inconvenience and loss to which the 
people are exposed from delay in registry of their documents, 
the tahsildars should be relieved of registry work and sepa- 


rate registrars should be appointed in these provinces, as is 


the case in Oudh. This arrangement would involve no addi- 
tional expenditure : the registrars should receive one-fourth 
of the proceeds of the registry fees as their emoluments. 


The Kavivachan Sudha (Benares) of the 3rd January 
publishes a long communicated article 

B — — N at about the ne which took place at 
. Mirzapur on the day of the last 1d 
festival of the Musalmans. The writer refers to the religious 
intolerance of the former Muhammadan kings of India, and 
remarks that when their oppression and tyranny became quite 
intolerable, Heaven sent the English to deliver the Hindus. 
The British Government has granted full religious liberty 
to all classes of the community, but it is to be regretted that 
the bigoted Musalmans even now sometimes do not 
hesitate to outrage the religious feelings of the Hindas, 
and the conduct of the British officers on such occasions 


(. &: ) 


is generally partial to the former. When the Hindus are 
still smarting under the unjust punishmeut of Munshi 
Indarman, another blow has been struck at them. Riots 
took place between Hindus and Musalmans at Mirzapur, 
Benares, Jaunpur, and Bhagalpur on the 15th November 
last in consequence of the slaughter of kine by the latter 
in honour of the Id festival. It should be observed that 
cows are held in great respect by Hindus, Their religion 
commands them to protect them even at the sacrifice of 
their lives. In deference to their feelings, Akbar, who is 
generally considered the greatest and the wisest Emperor of 
the Mughal dynasty, strictly prohibited the slaughter of kine. 
The Kurdn expressly enjoins upon the Musalmans the sacri- 
fice of a goat, sheep, or camel in honour of the Id festival. 
The word cow is not mentioned in the Kuran. ‘But the 
Musalmans kill kine on that day simply in order to annoy 
the poor Hindus. Hitherto they did this secretly, but at 
the time of the last festival they had the audacity to tell the 
Hindus openly what they were about. On the afternoon of 
the day preceding the Td, when some servants of one 
Akbar Ali Khan, who lives at Mirzapur, drove a cow from 
his house to that of a butcher and beat her in order to 
make her ran faster, some of the Hindus asked them where 
they were taking her. They replied that they were taking 
her to a butcher and that she would be sacrificed. The pious 
Hindus were much grieved to hear this. Some of the res- 
pectable Mahajans went to Akbar Ali Khan and asked him 
in a friendly manner not to. kill the cow, but he did 
not accede to their wishes. They then went to the Kotwal, 
who is a Musalman, and requested him to order Akbar Ali 
Khan not to kill the cow until the matter had been referred 
to the Magistrate next morning. He told them that the yhad 
no business to interfere in his religious affairs. As the night 
was already far advanced and they could not go to the Ma- 
gistrate, about one hundred Hindus entered the buteber’ „ 
house and took the cow by force. As soon as the Kote 
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heard of this incident, he appeared on the scene and arrested 


Cert 


six Hindus, who had the cow with them, and kept them at the 
police-station during the night. The next day the Magistrate 
had an interview with some respectable Hindus and Akbar 
Ali Khan at his house. The Hindus told Akbar Ali Khan 
before the Magistrate that his religion did not expressly 
enjoin upon him the sacrifice of a cow, and begged him not to 
kill that cow. But he was inexorable. They then told the 
Magistrate that if the cow were killed a riot would undoubt- 
edly take place. The Magistrate tried the ease in Court. 
He returned the cow to Akbar Ali Khan on condition that 
he should not kill her. He permitted him to sacrifice 
another cow, but told him that the sacrifice must be 
performed secretly. He sentenced those six Hindus who 
were arrested by the Kotwal to three months’ figorous impri- 
sonment, und also ordered that four of them should give secu- 
rity for Rs. 500 each and two for Rs. 200 each at the time of 
their release to keep the peace for six months, The next day, 
when Akbar Ali Khan purchased another cow, he loudly declar- 
ed at the time of purchase what he would do with her, although 
the Magistrate had forbidden him to do so. Moreover, when 
she was taken from his house to that of the butcher by 
his men in the afternoon, they repeatedly announced, in order 
to vex the Hindus, that she was going to be sacrificed. The 
Kotwal himself and a large number of constables accompanied 
the cow. It is to be regretted that, even under British rule, 
the Musalmans have begun to oppress the Hindus as they 
did in the time of Aurangzeb. The Hindus have appealed 
to the High Court against the imprisonment of the six men 
in question and have raised subscriptions to meet the cost of 


the appeal. 
POST-OFFICE. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 4th January states that the quar- 


. ter-anna post- card is a great boon to 
of postage on letters and the People. But as it is very small 


pamphlets, in size, the reduction of the rate 


121 


of postage on letters from half an anna to quarter of an anna 
would be more useful than the introduction of this card. The 
rate of postage on pamphlets and packets should be also 


changed. At present the same postage is charged on a pam- 


phlet which weighs one tola as on another which weighs 10 
‘ tolos. In our opinion the postage on a pamphlet weighing from 
one to 5 tolas should be quarter of an anna; on a pamphlet 
exceeding 5 tolas, but not exceeding 10 tolas, half an anna; on 
a pamphlet exceeding 10 tolas, but not exceeding 15 tolas, three 
quarters of an anna, andso on. There is reason to expect that 
the loss of revenue which would be caused by the proposed 
reductions in the rates of postage would be recouped by the 
increase in the number of letters and pamphlets, 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Berar Samdchdr (Akola) of the 3rd January ex- 
presses great satisfaction at the ar- 
rangements made by Mr, Fitzgerald, 
the Deputy Commissioner of Akola, to remove the scarcity 
of water at that place, and urges that the police should pre- 
vent cattle and washermen from going to the river and fouling 
the water. Two ponds have already been dug, which are 
supplied with water from the river, for the use of cattle on 
the other side of the river. Likewise some arrangements 
should be also made for the cattle of the town. | 


The Panjibt Akhbér (Lahore) of the Ist January says 

that the natives are a very loyal people 

by Monch Lr and are always anxious to show sym- 

covery of His Excellency pathy with their rulers. When His 
e Viceroy. 

Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 


Water-supply, Akola. 
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was sick, prayers were offered by every class of the community 


in India for his recovery. Similarly the illness of His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy has called forth expressions of sympathy 
from every class. The Parsis of Bombay and the Bengalis 
of Calcutta have offered prayers for his recovery. Even 


the Muhammadans, among whom education has not yet made 


W * 7 Ae 4 8 8 a Sn * n N ‘ 

Pa ber al a — „ 2 atone 
— «73 ²˙ . Ä we . 
née» 2 cies 8 SS . 4 A 0 1 . ' 


 - 
. 
a 
. 
— 7 
ery 2 
= | 
a ‘ * 
3 
. 2 
11 
we * 
a 
a 7 
1 
* 


60 


much progress, have not been behindhand. The Musalmans 
of Jhang held a large meeting for the same purpose on 
the 22nd December. The Panjdbi Akhbdr then publishes an 
account of the meeting. About three or four thousand Musal- 
mans attended the meeting. A long speech was delivered on 
the occasion by Saiyid Muhammad Latif Khan, Extra Assist- 
ant Commissioner, in which he praised the Government for 
the religious liberty and the security of life and property it 
has granted to the natives, referred to the sickness of His Ex- 
cellency the Viceroy with regret, and asked the Musalmans 
present to pray for the restoration of his health. Prayers were 
offered and then the assemblage dispersed. 
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